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What is the process of making art works? How do they come into existence?

Art works are real objects expressing something ideal. Idea cannot stand for itself; it should be
embodied in materials. So artists make their works not in their mind but with their hands in their own
bodies. In making, they cannot do without technique. Technique is a form of action that brings about
forms mediating the ideal and the real.

We reflected on the relations between forms and materials, between materials and action, referring to
Henri Focillon’s {life of forms) and James J. Gibson’s {affordance) . Forms and materials, materials
and action, each of the two depends on each other, and technique works between them depending on both
of them. That is to say materials solicit form and technique in action.

MIKI Kiyoshi considered Einbildungskraft in the course of action to make forms. It works in
technique as reciprocal determinations between the subjective and the objective, the ideal and the real.
So in the field of art, Einbildungskrafr should be sought in the action of taking, treating materials with
one’s own hands. In conversation with materials, artists find out something new and realize them into

their works.



