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Tradition and innovation in Japanese painting
— Viewpoint from folding screen production —
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Various things that have been handed down for generations are updated by changes in lifestyles and advances
in technology, and things that have finished their roles are lost. It’s a natural thing to see in everyday life. Nihonga,
which seems to have maintained the image of traditional painting in society for many years, is no exception. It is
important to clarify what you want to protect and cherish as traditional painting. At the same time, it is also important
to think about the specific measures necessary for the continuation. The author believes that it is important to
revive the things that we want to preserve as a culture in a form that can be accepted by the changing society, and to
recreate them in a new form in order to continue the tradition for the next generation.

There is no doubt that folding screens are a representative form of expression in Japanese paintings. In recent
years, however, there has been a sudden decline in the number of presentations in the form of folding screens. In
addition to folding screens, the same applies to hanging scrolls and scrolls, and production and presentations in the
form of expression generally called mountings are decreasing. The main reason for this is probably the change in the
place where the works are presented and the exhibition venue. At the same time, changes in the living environment
have also contributed to the loss of opportunities for artists to come into contact with mountings in their daily lives.
Due to social changes in recent years, the field of activity for Hyogu craftsmen has been gradually narrowed and lost.
The reality is that its survival is at stake.

Since folding screens are expensive, young artists cannot use them in their productions. The author would like
to cherish the technique of mounting that makes the shape of a folding screen usable, and the culture that uses it.
It is important to have an environment where students learning Japanese painting can actually draw pictures in the
form of folding screens and experience the culture of mounting. The author came up with a plan for young artists
to create and present works using the form of expensive folding screens. In this project, students make their own
folding screens with only the cost of materials, with the guidance and cooperation of mounting craftsmen. The author
was able to make a manual for folding screen production from this record of folding screen production.

This time, we will publish the record of this effort and the folding screen production manual used for
production. The author hopes that this will lead to the continuation of Japanese culture and the protection of the

technique of mounting.



