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Mr. Masao Yamamoto graduated from the military academy of the Imperial Japanese Army and was
commissioned during the Second World War. After the war he joined the Japanese Ground Self Defence
Force and was promoted to colonel. He now spends his retired life in the study of the history of warfare.

On December 12, 1937 Nanking, the capital of China at the time, was to be occupied by troops of
the Imperial Japanese Army. Many civilians and Chinese soldiers attempted to escape from Nanking
using ships and boats on the Yangtze. Among those ships was the U. S. S. Panay , a river gun boat of the
U. S. Navy.

The U. S. S. Panay was found by airplanes of the Imperial Japanese Navy , bombed and sunk by
them. This was the Panay incident. The Imperial Japanese Navy insisted that the attack had taken place
because the Japanese pilots had mistakenly believed that the ship was a Chinese ship. However, the
Americans were angered by this incident and alleged that the Japanese had done it intentionally.

Vice Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, the Japanese Vice Minister of Navy, visited the U.S. Embassy in
Tokyo on December 23, 1937 to see U.S. Ambassador Joseph. C. Grew and apologize to him for the
incident. Ambassador Grew was satisfied with the apology made by Admiral Yamamoto and the matter
was settled.

Colonel Yamamoto, the author, doubts whether Admiral Yamamoto was telling the truth in this visit.
Although the Imperial Japanese Army, according to the author, was not at all involved in the attack
against the U. S. S. Panay, Admiral Yamamoto explained to Ambassador Grew that the Imperial
Japanese Army was involved as an accomplice. The author has another suspicion that the incident was
planned by several officers of the Imperial Japanese Navy. Unfortunétely there is not enough objective
evidence for us to accept the author’s hypothesis in regard to his second suspicion.

There is a legend that only the Imperial Japanese Army was responsible for the war that Japan
suffered from and lost. According to this legend, the Imperial Japanese Navy, represented by Admiral
Yamamoto, was a peaceable organization. Therefore Admiral Yamamoto is regarded to have been the
tragic admiral. After serving as the Vice Minister of Navy, he was appointed Commander- in- Chief of
the Japanese Grand Fleet . In spite of his wish not to fight against the American Navy he was forced to

plan the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 and he planned the battle of Midway in 1942 with the serious loss
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of four important aircraft carriers. He might have committed suicide to take responsibility for losing his

war, by being shot down in his airplane as he was visiting the front in the Solomon Islands in 1943.
Colonel Yamamoto has tried to change this legend by showing that Admiral Yamamoto was not only

a mediocre commandant but also a bureaucratic intriguer. It seems that Colonel Yamamoto has

succeeded to some extent in analysing the nature of Admiral Yamamoto.



