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Hieronymus Bosch and the game of gaze
— Deciphering of geometric symbolism —

Masaaki KaMBARA

College of the Arts,
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(Received October 1, 2019)

Hieronymus Bosch’s Garden of the Earthly Pleasure is an oil painting in the form of an altarpiece that
was produced in the Netherlands around 1500, and is now in the Prado Museum in Spain. The central panel
is unique and mysterious, and various interpretations have been proposed. It looks like an oriental mandala
and conveys the mystery of mysterious religion. The panoramic view has lost its center. However, a certain
order is hidden in a world that seems chaotic at first glance. The number of nude women in the pond in
the center of the center panel is composed of 12, 7, and 4 figures related to astrology. Not only the symbolic
rhythm of numbers but also the symbolic rhythm of characters is hidden. In the centeral panel, there are two
men who trace the Y-letter. When the two Y-shaped centers are connected by a straight line and extended,
they hit the mark of the hell knife. If you extend the two Y-shaped centers connected by a straight line, you
will hit the mark on the hell knife. The symbol stamped on the knife looks to me like a combination letter of
omega (uppercase Q lowercase w). If you connect the center point of A in the red tent with the complete egg,
which is the center of composition, you will find a crack in the broken egg on that extension. The straight
line connecting the marks of the two knives in hell passes through the left eye of “Tree Man”. When passing
through his left and right eyes and connecting both eyes of the owl in the center disk of the left wing panel,
many important icons are hidden on the straight line. In addition, various gaze games can be found through

detailed observation.





