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The Tale of Ise ranks with the Tale of Genji as one of the greatest japanese classics.
The Tale of Ise, which was written about one thousand years ago, has been read by so
many people that it has a great influence on literature, painting, sculpture and
handicraft in Japan. The Tale itself was presented in pictures by several artists. Those
pictorial versions of the Tale have been greatly appreciated.

The new pictorial version of the Tale of Ise in present-day Japanese (Shinyakueiri
Ise Monogatari) was published in 1917. The Tale was rewritten in present-day
Japanese by Isamu Yoshii and the episodes of the Tale were presented by Yumeji
Takehisa in five colorful wood-block prints and in sixteen beautiful paintings. These
twenty-one pictures are so attractive to me that I have made them the subject of my
study.

No less than sixty years have passed since Yumeji Takehisa died. His pictures have
been growing more and more popular with years. I wanted to find the relation between
his popularity and Japanese classics. I studied each of the above-mentioned twenty-one
pictures and I understood how he managed to paint the Tale of Ise so successfully.



