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Before and after the taking over of political power by the Nazis on 30 January 1933,
the Japanese ambassadors in Berlin assessed Nazism and its leader, Hitler, differently
from the French or American ambassadors who maintained a critical attitude toward
Nazism. Although Ambassador Yukichi OBATA, assigned to the post in 1931, had
perceived subtle danger in the Nazi policy, Ambassador Matsuzo NAGAI, who took up
the post in April of 1933, tried to entertain friendly relations with Nazi Germany. It is
also noteworthy to add that Diplomatic Probationer Fujio UCHIDA assessed Germany
positively in his detailed report to Foreign Minister Koki HIROTA on 6 September
1935. Thus, one year later, on 25 November 1936, Japan and Germany signed the
Anti-Comintern Pact, which set Japan’s initial step in its active association with
Germany against the Allied Powers.



