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A Study of Susukida Kyukin’s Poems

Kazunori YAMAOKA
Faculty of College of Liberal Arts and Science.

Kurashiki University of Science and the Arts,
2640 Nishinoura, Tsurajima—cho, Kurashiki—shi, Okayama 712, Japan
(Received September 30, 1997)

Susukida Kyukin was born in Kurashiki—shi. This fact brought me to study his poetical works. It
was in 1900 s that he was most active in writing poems. At that time he was reputed to be a great figure
in the poetic circles in Japan.

He published a famous collection of his poems named‘Hakuyokyu’ (Aries) in 1906. The best poems
in it are ‘A, A, Yamato nishi aramashikaba’ (O that T were in Yamato now!) and ‘Bokyo no Uta’ (A
Song of Nostalgia). In both of them he sings of the glory of ancient Japanese culture. From the
standpoint of poetic phrasing, the former poem reminds us of Robert Browning, and the latter one
reminds us of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.

The scenes in the poems are Yamato (Nara district) and Kyoto. In his poetic diction he elaborately
used the ancient Japanese language.

Studying the archaic words used in his poems, I attempted to prove how effectively he commanded
them in making the poems successful. I hope that his excellent poems will be appreciated again here in

his native place Kurashiki—shi.



