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After the UNCED (United Nations Conference on Environment and Development) held in 1992,
the voluntary approachs to environmental protection have received much attention in the field of
environmental policy. One voluntary approach is the environmental management system which is
accompanied by similar types of standards known as the ISO 14001, EMAS and BS 7750.

In this paper, the author investigates the enactment process and the structure of the standard ISO
14001 and reports on the results obtained from quéstionaires sent to companies located in the Mizushima
area,

The importance of adopting environmental management system to protect and improve the
environment is confirmed and it was found that about half of the companies in the Mizushima area

express keen interest in those systems.



