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Some tasks of “Teaching Method of the Period for Integrated Studies’
in teacher training course

Chiaki KARAKAWA

College of Life Science
Kurashiki University of Science and the Arts,
2640 Nishinoura, Tsurajima-cho, Kurashiki-shi, Okayama 712-8505, Japana
(Received October 1, 2018)

In changing societies, the traditional intellectual training have seemed not to fit the creation of new
values and innovations. New subject ‘the Period for Integrated Studies’ were introduced to all elementary,
junior high and high schools in 2002. ‘The Period for Integrated Studies’ means a cross-curricular study and
aims at the development of sutudents who can identify challenges and find the answer to them by student’s
own efforts or in cooperation with other persons. It is necessary for teachers to have adequate abilities that
can support the student’s self-sustaining exploration activities.

For these reasons, cadet teachers must attend a compulsory course named ‘Teaching Method of the
Period for Integrated Studies’ from 2019. They are required to acquire the abilities and skills which can lead
their students to develop a zest for living.

Teaching a cross-curricular study is much harder than a subject teaching (i.e., mathematics, science,
geography and so on). Students find their challenging task, collect information for the problem-solving,
organize and analyze information, and report their outcome. These competencies will be required in the
future. Cadet teachers have to acquire the knowledge and skills corresponding to students’ work.

This article deals with some tasks of ‘Teaching Method of the Period for Integrated Studies’ in teacher
training course. The perspective of active learning is essential for cadet teachers to support students’
proactive, interactive, and deep learning. The effective methods of training them to acquire the knowledge

and skills about active learning are discussed.





