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As promoted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (NEXT), Kurashiki
University of Science and the Arts has undertaken a five year program of COC (Center of Community)
educational activity starting in 2014. One element of this program involves the Total Design Practice 1
class in the Department of Design and Art, with the objective of “Educational program development for the
training of local talent to handle community problem-solving.”

This paper reports the outline, results and evaluation of the “Kurashiki SUINKYO Project,” a
collaboration between students in the Total Design Practice 1 class and local community leaders. In this
project, the authors called on students to research the culture and history of Kurashiki City, where the
university is located, and the SUINKYO, which is a mask event with over 300 years of tradition. The
appearance of the SUINKYO is one of the highlights of the Achi Shrine Festival held each year in Kurashiki
City. At the culmination of this project, students designed, created and proposed several pairs of original
SUINKYO masks, and then participated in the festival wearing them. Evaluation results by NPS (Net
Promoter Score) showed that this project enhanced student brand loyalty for Kurashiki City.





