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Basic Theories for Improvement in Social Studies Lessons
—From the Viewpoints of Knowledge Classifications and Scientific Inquiry Processes—

Akio KURODA
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(Received September 28, 2001)

Various kinds of lesson theories in social studies have been accumulated for about half a
century, since social studies started in 1947. However, the theories are not related to practice, namely
actual lessons, and essential objectives of social studies are pushed aside. It can also be said that
practical study has focused on teaching method and techhjque.

In this paper, I will point out the necessity of clear hypotheses of practical study as a
requirement for improvement of social studies lessons.

In addition, I will show the following viewpoints :

(1) Knowledge classification

(2) Scientific inquiry processes

(3) Value judgment - Selection processes

(1) and (2) will be taken into consideration, to show basic theories for improvement in social
studies lessons.

(3) will be examined in the next paper.

Furthermore, I will specify how to put “explanatory knowledge” among knowledge
classification into lessons, and what kind of process is needed to convert “explanatory knowledge”

info the social perspective of students.

*  Kurashiki University of Science and the Arts part—time lecturer



