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Chinese characters are called Kanji. Kanji, which were introduced to Japan, yield phonetic
characters known as Kana. Kanji and Kana blend to produce a powerful medium of conveying
information concisely and effectively. But Kanji may be pronounced according to one of its
Chinese—derived reading on—yomi or one of native Japanese reading kun—yomi, and each reading
may have numerous meanings. Moreover almost all kanji have numerous reading and numerous
meanings. We find that there is only one kanji character in the list of Characters in Common Use
such that kun—yomi says*“kazoeru”, while English terms representing core meaning of “kazoeru” are

» o« EEIT

“count”, “calculate”, “compete”, and etc. We remark that there are many kanji characters in the case
of “hakaru” meaning “measure”, “weight”, “survey”, “calculate”, and etc. We explain derivation of
“kazoeru” in Japan and of several kanji characters with kun—yomi “kazoeru” in China, modifying
their former etymologies from the mathematical point of view. Though the mathematical teachers use

an easygoing way to saying and writing “kazoeru”, we call their attention to its complication.



