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This paper deals with the issue of negative marks in modern Chinese, and proposes to subgroup
the negative expressions into two classes ; i. e. Marked and unmarked. Those with few negative
adverbs, suchas “A” “8&” “HI” “I” “FB” “BAE” “KR” “B” “4” “4” “#” and which
express a negative meaning are marked expressions ; whereas, unmarked expressions express
meaning without using negative adverbs.

Emphasis is on the unmarked expressions. We go further to divide them into two groups by de-
monstrating both in form and in meaning for each case. One group we call obvious negative ex-
pressions which have words or phrases with a negative or inactive meaning. The criterion we used
here is to mark the expression into a positive by adding “&” or “&.” The other groups is
obscure negative expressions which have no negative words or phrases, but we may obtain the
negative meaning by context.

In the last section, an analysis was made on the distribution of the semantic components, so that
we can describe the usage of negative expressions in more detail and show the restraint of the nega-

tive adverbs.



