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Slank : A Popular Rock Band in Contemporary Indonesia
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This article uses the perspective of Cultural Studies to discuss some socio—cultural
characteristics of contemporary Indonesia by examining Slank, a rock band formed in 1983 and still
popular among the country’s younger generation.

Slank gained popularity for its criticism, expressed in songs, of Suharto’s authoritarian regime
(1968-1998). The Slank phenomenon is one of the new forms of socio—cultural discourse that arose
among the Indonesian middle class in the 1980 s in response to the hegemony of the regime. Slank’s
critical messages are predicated on its belief in the traditional popular image of Indonesian
nationalism.

Although Slank still enjoys great popularity, its ideoiogical basis has become unclear as
Indonesian nationalism, which underwent irrevocable abuses by the Suharto regime, comes under
critical revision. In such a situation, Slank’s future will also be afftected by the socio—political,

cultural, and ideological change in post—Suharto Indonesia.

*  Kurashiki University of Science and the Arts part—time lecturer



