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On Jan. 8§ th, 1998, a 19—year—old young man suddenly attacked three passers—by on the street
of Sakai-shi, Osaka Prefecture. He killed a kindergarten girl and injured some others including her
mother.

In this case, Osaka District Court—Sakai Branch sentenced him to 18 years’ imprisonment on
the charge of his murder and injury.

Monthly magazine “Shincho 45 reported this case under his real name. However, we have the
fact that the Article 61 of the Juvenile Law prohibits the report of the juvenile delinquent’s real name
if the criminal is under 20 years old.

The youth filed a suit against the magazine company and the reporter, insisting that the report
of his real name was against the Juvenile Law and the Article 13 of the Japanese Constitution, which
respects people’s privacy.

The district court sentenced the defendants to pay 2,500,000 yen, admitting his insistence.

On the contrary, Osaka High Court laid stress on the freedom of expression guaranteed by the
Article 21 of the Japanese Constitution, and turned down the local court’s judgment.

In this paper, comparing the high court’s judgment with the district court’s one, I will examine

the tie—in between the real name’s report and freedom of expression.



