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This article discusses the development of creative novels in Malay by the pernakan Chinese of
Dutch East Indies on the eve of the 19205 by examining Tan Boen Kim, one of the most politically
radical peranakan journalists of the time.

The earliest creative novels around ‘the 1900s exhibited various characteristics of entertainment
novel. By contrast, creative novels by the peranakan Chinese in the middle of the 1920s concentrated
on dealing with modern value systems.

Tan Boen Kim produced many entertainment novels. However, he also dealt eagerly with
modern value systems. Besides, he showed only a small interest in political topics in his novels. In
conclusion, Tan Boen Kim’s novels are a typical example that represents the shift in the literary

character mentioned above.



