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There has been a growing international tendency among the people toward real gender—equality.
In 1975, the World Conference on Women adopted a worldwide action plan. In 1979, the United
Nations adopted The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
Taking these situations into consideration, the Japanese government also made a domestic action plan
for sexual discrimination. After amending The Nationality Law and enacting The Equal Employment
Opportunity Law, the Japanese government enacted The Basic Law for a Gender—Equal Society in
1999 that included the basic idea of gender—equality. Local governments in Japan are also expected
to make and promote their own ordinance or action plans based on a gender—equality policy. But the
promotion of a gender—equality policy means a change in Japanese customs in worksharing by
genders. In other words, a change of a generally approved idea: “A man’s place is at work, while
woman’s place is in the home.” I dare mention that the promotion of a gender—equality policy goes
against traditional Japanese culture and social customs, and therefore it is not easy to put into action.

In May and June of 2001, I made a survey on how well the gender—equality policies were
promoted in all ten cities in Okayama Prefecture to understand the real situation. I will hereby report

the outline of my survey and problems that local governments are now facing.



