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Heroines in ill Humor
—a Type of Women figured by Women-writers —
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We find many heroines in ill humor in many novels written by women-writers around 1980 in
Japan. Why are they in ill humor? Why were such women figured at that time? We analyze a
structure of the il humor of the heroines in { Yuwakusha (Seducer)) (1976) by TAKAHASHI
Takako, {Choji(Favorite)) (1978) by TSUSHIMA Yuko, {Mugi-bue (Barley-flute)) (1981) by
MASUDA Mizuko, and { Namiutsu Tochi (Waving ground)} (1983) by TOMIOKA Taeko.

The heroines are modern conscious subjects. It is impossible for them to accept traditional
“being woman” as a part of themselves, but in some way they are to be women and they don’t

know how to be. It seems that their ill humor comes from such situation.



