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Regarding the christianity fine arts, light is an important theme. That is the common property of
religion and art. This genealogy of thought continues from ancient times to the present age. The
mankind has thought the light as an object of thinking past thousands of years. The medieval people
wondered why light passed without breaking the glass window. They connected this with the fact
that the Virgin conceived Christ immaculately. The stained glass was born from this concept. For the
medieval cathedral it is important not to see but to feel. The same is said of the case of today’s
skyscraper. Ecstasy is produced just because it is dangerous. The problem of God in Christianity is
reflected also in the contemporary building made with glass, iron and concrete.

Light makes the human awake. The energy in the human body is received from the sun which
is root of all lights. We eat the sunlight indirectly by the fact that the plant is eaten. The medieval
person thought the jewel shone with own power. The jewel has light inside. Also the stained glass is
the wall which gives out light. Each one of the glass, the shadow, the eye and the mirror is the
motif of light. It visualizes light , though light is not visible with itself.

In ancient Egypt the eye is edged with the eye shadow. But when it becomes Greece, the eye
stops being emphasized. The eye is no more than a mere portion of the human body. With the Greek
democracy, not only the eye but also every section of the body had just the same important meaning.
The eye revives in the Roman era. The Pantheon is such a symbol. With the observatory of modern
times, that revives again. In Middle Ages light was gold, but in Renaissance it became white.

Symbolism of light was completed by the medieval fine arts.



