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This article examines the development of cultural nationalism in post-independence Indonesia from
the perspective of post-colonial theory.

Post-colonial studies often stress the ambivalent nature of cultural nationalism in post-colonial
countries where the (post-)colonial subject is formed in the interaction of national(ist) awakening and
colonial subjection. As such, the (post-)colonial subject necessarily has both active and passive aspects.

By contrast, there was an overall neglect of such a passive aspect of the (post-)colonial subject in the
Indonesian cultural discourse. This was mainly because of a rlong-prevalent nationalist myth in
Indonesian society since the independence. This was also because of the framework of the Indonesian
historiography up until the 1980s, which was established mainly by western researchers and basically
characterised by sympathy with Indonesian nationalism.

However, a number of Indonesian intellectuals have started to discuss the above passive aspect in
Indonesian nationalism since around the 1990s. This new trend represents, politically, their critical
response to Suharto regime’s failure in nation building and also, theoretically, their in-depth and critical
understanding of cultural nationalism in the perspective of post-colonial theory.

In this perspective, this new critical trend suggests the possibility of bringing a theoretical
contribution to the restructuring of nationalism, one of the most urgent national problems of post-Suharto

Indonesia.



