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Manyoshu and Arithmetic
---A study of manyou-letters in Manyoshu Waka, collection vols 1-9 in the
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Manyoushu is the oldest anthology of poems (Waka) in Japan. It was compiled by Ootomo
Yakamochi and others in the mid 8th century. It includes approximately 4500 poems composed by many
people, from a plethora to an exalted emperor, unknown peasant. The style of writing is predominately
Manyou-gana. With the passage of time, Japanese scholars then went on to develop the idea of using the
characters of Chinese and Japanese to transcribe the individual sounds . These Manyou-gana were actual

Chinese characters which took the place of individual syllables of sound.



