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The U.S. and British Military War on Iraq
— A View Concerning Japan’s Support of the U.S. and Britain —
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2640 Nishinoura, Tsurajima-cho, Kurashiki-shi, Okavama 712-8505, Japan
(Received September 30, 2003)

In the discussions of the UN Security Council regarding its inspections conducted with respect to
suspicions that Iraq possessed Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), the U.S. and Britain argued for a
military attack on Iraq by reason of her inadequate degree of cooperation with the inspections, while
France and Germany insisted on continuing the inspections and firmly opposing any attack. This
confrontation damaged relations between both sides. Finally, on March 20, 2003, the U.S. and Britain
began their attacks, and Iragi 1'eg.ime collapsed twenty-six days after the beginning of the war.

Prior to the war, Japan expressed her support to the U.S. as a result of placing the highest importance
on Japan-U.S. alliance, which guarantees Japan’s national interests, namely her national security.

Since the end of the war, many difficult problems have been confronting the international community
in rebuilding a new Iraq. Additional assistance and cooperation by the community, including Japan,

should be extended to solve these problems as early as possible.



