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On Watching Mathematicéll Culture in the Edo Period from
Ukiyoe, Soroban, Wasan, and Sangaku
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(Received September 30, 2003)

The author attempts to look into the various aspects of mathematical culture in the Edo period (1603-
1868) through ukiyoe. Ukiyoe is an art movement on Japanese painting in depicting scenes and objects
from ordinary life. It flourished in from the 17th to 19th centuries. Soroban, which are Japanese
abacuses, are painted in many Ukiyoe. This fact has been overlooked. Sangaku are votive tablets of
which the subject of painting is Wasan. The native mathematics of Japan is called Wasan, which was
prosperous even in Bizen and Bicchu (Okayama Pref.). The author is the chairman of Okayama Wasan
study group. He and the members planned the exhibition of the theme of wasan, and held in Kurashiki
city art museum and in Kake art museum in 2003. The exhibition things were ukiyoe (Fujimoto Bunko),
Soroban (Muramatsu’s correction), Wasan, and those historical material in inside prefecture. These

events may be a new attermnpt.



