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What is happening with the reconstruction of Iraq?
— Focusing on the political processes and domestic security
management with respect to reconstruction —

Noboru HARA
College of Science and Industrial Technology
Kurashiki University of Science and the Arts,
2640 Nishinoura, Tsurajima-cho, Kurashiki-shi, Okayama 712-8505, Japan
(Received September 24, 2004)

Almost one and a half years after U.S. President Bush declared the end of major combat in Iraq on
May 1, 2003, there are no signs even now of domestic security improvements. However, while the
domestic political process in Iraq since the aforementioned declaration has been attended by a fair
amount of disorder, it is understood that the process itself is moving along more or less on course.
Beginning with the establishment of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in Baghdad on May 6,
2003, Iraq’s Governing Council was formed and Basic Law (interim constitution) was enacted.
Subsequently, the interim government started functioning, and a National Conference was convened to
form an advisory council (provisional council) comprising 100 council members. Accordingly, the
provisional government and the advisory council will function closely with one another as provisional
institutions until a general election planned for 2005 is held, and a regular administration can be
established based on the results of the election.

With still no sign of recovery in terms of security, the provisional government promulgated a national
security law and has been demonstrating a strong determination with respect to restoring security. Along
these lines, the provisional government is eager to effectively and efficiently train the hastily organized
Iraqi security force. For the time being, they should do their utmost to restore security in concert with the
US-led multinational forces. If the restoration of security and stability can be realized, the provisional
government and advisory council can function well, the general election slated for 2005 can be held
without turmoil, and the administration as undertaken by a full-fledged government formed afterwards
can be stabilized. Then, the birth of a new Iraq as the most democratic nation in the Arab world will be

firmly established.





