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Since the Meiji Era, small public and private collections of Egyptian Antiquities
have been formed in Japan. For a longtime the purpose of the formation was not
to develop the Egyptological Studies (Egyptology) but to be used an introduction
to modern European sciences (medicine, archaeology etc.). These Antiquities
are dispersed across the country. Some of them are in the critical condition for
preservation : the deposition of soluble salts often damages the excavated Antiquities
in Egypt. The case can be illustrated by the preserved Egyptian limestone block
in Shimonoseki. Several practices of treatment by Japanese conservators did not
improve on the damaged condition of the block. (as it is rare to find this kind of
damage in the unearthed objects in Japan)

In the winter of 2004, I received the opportunity to examine the block with Dr.
Christiane ZIEGLER, head of the Egyptian Department of the Louvre Museum.
Promising for the help of Mrs.Marie-Francoise de ROZIERES, conservator of the
Egyptian Department at the same museum, Dr. Ch. ZIEGLER encouraged me to form
the Japanese specialized conservators group. The following spring (2005), Mrs. M. F.
de ROZIERES made an examination of the block and advised me of the most classical
treatment, which is the application of the pulp compress.

With permission of Mr. Makoto IDO, Director of the Shimonoseki City Art
Museum, I organized a restoration team composed by the museum curators (chief of
the team : Mr. Masayoshi OKAMOTO).

Treatment is a repeating process of applying the compress (which is the dampen
pulp in distilled water) on the block until the dissolved salt disappears.

After the experience in the Shimonoseki City Art Museum, I would like to stress
the importance of cooperation between conservators, archaeologists and curators in

the actual preservation of Egyptian Antiquities in Japan.





