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Gessen Akamatsu, A Pupil of Choko Ikuta
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Gesen Akamatsu (a high priest born in Kamogata Town, Okayama prefecture,
1897~1997) tried to find in “literature” a way to solve the conflicts between earthly
desires (passions) and Buddhist discipline (Zen meditation) which he had suffered
during his self-discipline in Eiheiji, the head temple of the Soto sect.

In 1918, Gessen, who was 21 years old, decided to go to Tokyo. Before long he quit
being a priest to start his full training of literature, and he succeeded as a man of
letters (a poet).

The purpose of this paper is to state what instruction Gessen received under the
guidance of Choko Ikuta (a critic and translator, 1882~1936) and how Gessen grew
as a poet in Tokyo.Besides, this paper clarifies the master-pupil relationship between

Choko and Gessen, and defines Gessen’s activity in the Japanese poetry world.





