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A new locality of the Hisamatsu Green Hairstreak
(Chrysozephyrus hisamatsusanus, Lycaenidae, Lepidoptera)
in Okayama Prefecture—its unusual habitat and successive
occurrence
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In June 2006, a new locality of the Hisamatsu Green Hairstreak (Chrysozephyrus
hisamatsusanus, Lycaenidae, Lepidoptera), along with five male specimens, was
found in Okayama Prefecture as the third record since first noted in 1984 in the
same prefecture. In September, remnants of three old eggs were found on twigs of
a dead host evergreen oak tree (Quercus salicina) fallen due to a typhoon in early
October 2004. In December 2006, 11 eggs were found in the same locality, indicating
successive occurrence of the species there at least from 2004 to 2006. The locality
was Kusama, Niimi City, central to northern Okayama Prefecture, where it had never
been thought to be a habitat of the species. About 400m a.s.l., Kusama has a mosaic of
various karst landscapes and according environments rich in peculiar flora and fauna.
The area abounds with doline sinkholes in various sizes, and some unsual species
survive depending on such environments. Similar terrains are scattered, though not
numerous, in Japan, and the present discovery of the Hisamatsu Green Hairstreak
provides a new clue to search for additional localities as well as to the life history of

the species.





