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Gessen Akamatsu (a high priest of the Soto sect born in Kamogata Town, Okayama
Prefecture,1897~1997) was fond of reading literary works and writing poems in his
youth.

When Gessen was trained as a Buddhist priest, he longed for literature. Quitting
being a priest for a while he went to Tokyo, and polished up his skill of making poems
under the guidance of Choko Ikuta (a critic and translator).

After being a success in life, Gessen superintended literary coterie magazines to
train younger persons, and exhibited remarkable activities as a selector and an editor
of many kinds of poetic magazines.

Gessen, in his later years, devoted himself to composing poems as a member
of literary coterie named ‘Rempo’, and he opened up his original poetic world, His
contribution to the advancement of the Japanese poetry world is outstanding.

Gessen was widely engaged in literary work. Besides writing explanation books
on Buddhist literature, essays on poetry, novels, essays, and children’s stories, he
composed a lot of songs of praise, and school songs.

In This paper, statements are made focusing on Gessen Akamatsu as a poet.





