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Unpublished manuscripts and rare materials of Shohei Kiyama (1904-68), a
novelist who was awarded the 1962 Minister of Education’s Art Encouragement Prize,
were found at Kasaoka Municipal Library in August 2010, when more than 40 years
had passed since he had died.

As Shohei Kiyama was a popular novelist with a unique personality, the event
was reported by a lot of newspaper companies (Sanyo Newspaper reported it twice,
carrying it on the first page once), and became a big topic among researchers of
Kiyama’s literature.

Asked to identify the manuscripts and other materials by the Board of Education
of Kasaoka City, I made a careful examination, and it turned out that two poems and
11 novels had been written by Shohei Kiyama but not yet published.

In this paper, statements are made on the “literary value” of his works, including
these unpublished manuscripts, and “meaning of the finding” of them.

The finding was made by Hayao Okuno, assistant director of Kasaoka Municipal
Library, during the rearrangement of about 1000 manuscripts and letters which had
been donated by Mrs. Misao Kiyama in setting up the Kiyama Shohei’s section in
1988.





