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In this paper, I analysed tasks which appear in the four Japanese textbooks for
the intermediate level. I used Shimizu (1992) to categorize the tasks and analysed
how each them works in language education and how students use the tasks for their
learning in the classroom.

While most of the tasks focus on exercising grammar, several are designed to let
the students express their personal information or opinion. Not only do these tasks
promote language acquisition but also help to bring mutual understanding between
the students in the classroom. Textbooks need more of such tasks in the intermediate
level. The main points in constructing such tasks are e.g. to create opportunities
for students to express their opinions and personal information; and to make them

produce target grammar and vocabulary in a meaningful way.





