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Bizen City is located in the south-east corner of Okayama Prefecture and is
famous for its refractory bricks and fisheries. Bizen Pottery, together with Seto,
Tokoname, Tamba, Shigaraki and Echizen, is one of six traditional kilns representing
the potteries of Japan. In the Showa period in particular, Toyo Kaneshige and some of
his apprentices were designated as national living treasures. They strived to enhance
the artistic quality of Bizen Potteries, and consequently, the popularity of Bizen
Potteries returned to the spotlight and it became consistently popular. However, due to
the recent trend of economic uncertainty and recession, the number of visitors to the

Bizen Area has dropped and the sales at Bizen Potteries are in slump.

Last year, in September 1909, some members of Karei Bizen Kai, including a
representative of the group, visited our university, as they had earlier contacted our
Education and Research Support Center. This group is working under the concept
of the regional revitalization of the Bizen Area. They were interested in conducting
collaborative research with universities, therefore, as part of the education for
students in the Web Design Seminar of Department of Media and Visual Arts, we
decided to create the web sites of Karei Bizen Kai and group members’ shops. This

article reports a case study of this situation.





