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The Early Netherlandish master Hieronymus Bosch placed the black people in the central
panel of “The Garden of Earthly Delights”. To be exact, there are four in the foreground, six
in the pond in the middle scene, four in the background, a total of 14 people. Most of them
are female, but we can not find racial discrimination there and they are expressed equally to
white people. Many blacks appeared in Western paintings around 1500 AD when this triptych
was produced. Particularly on the theme of “¢he Adoration of the Magi” one of the three kings
was represented as a black person. Bosch also has excellent examples on this subject. In this
article we review the attitudes of Christians to blacks and the meaning of the color of black in
the art history from Medieval to Renaissance up to the work of Bosch. The Curse of Ham is the
starting point to consider black slaves, but black skin and slaves are tied in the flow of time,
blackness becomes part of the curse itself. In the background of slave trade in the 15th century,
the iconography of the black is established. In addition to the Black Magus, the personality of
the Queen of Sheba, St. Mauritius, or Prestar John brings about the formation of a positive black

image.



