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- The purpose of this paper is to clarify the present situations of liberal and general education and
to point out some problems. The data in this paper is based on the questionnairing of higher
educational institutions in Japan conducted from February to March, 1999. Five hundred and twenty-
five institutions responded : 311 universities and colleges and 214 junior colleges.

First, this paper discusses curriculum and teaching methods. Compared with the University
Standard Society Survey (1996), this survey reveals that most institutions implement “making of
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syllabuses,” “small-class instruction”. and “students’ evaluation of instruction.” In addition, many
institutions recognize the necessity of “remedial education.”

Next, this paper deals with the type of organization in charge of liberal and general education.
Compared with the Liberal and General Education Society of Japan Survey (1991-1994), it is
revealed that a large number of national institutions have adopted a “functional organization.” On the
other hand, private ones show a tendency of diversification in the type of educational organization.

Finally, this paper points out some problems in the liberal and general education systems. For
example, a small number of institutions have an institution council on liberal and general education,
and only a few have interest in “faculty development™ and “educational accountability.”

From what has been said above, it should be concluded that the reform of liberal and general

education is still in transition.
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