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Recently the number of pets, particularly indoor dogs and cats has been increasing. Along
with that, the frequency that dogs ascend and descend on the stairs are also increasing. There
are various dangers when dogs go up and down stairs. Especially when dogs go down stairs,
there is a possibility that a considerably big load is added on the foreleg of the dog. So we have
been measuring the load of forelegs and other limbs of dogs descending stairs for 6 years. As a
result of the experiments, it is clear that the older the dos is, the smaller the maximum load is
and that the older the dog is, the longer the ground contact time is.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss on age-related changes in stair walking way of dogs.



