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Serge Klarsfeld (1935-present) is a lawyer and historian who continues to fight against the
obliteration of memories of the Shoah (Holocaust), which took France such a long time to face.
He has authored many writings and collections on French Jews under Vichy France. One of
his major works is Le Mémorial de la Déportation des Juifs de France (1978; new edition: 2012)
where he publishes the name, birthdate, nationality and train number of close to 76000 Jews
who were sent from France to concentration camps, such as Auschwitz, and never came back. In
addition, in his La Shoah en France (vol. 1 to 4, 2001), he gathered documents and pictures to
produce a commented chronological record of what happened. Both books were of great shock to
many people.

One of them was the French author Patrick Modiano, who won the 2014 Nobel Prize in
literature. Modiano’s Dora Bruder is a novel born out of the influence he suffered from Klarsfeld’s
Le Mémorial. The book brings back to life the fate of people who were lost in oblivion and depicts
how life in a world under Nazi occupation was.

In this paper I will bring up facts that show that, by reviewing the Vichy France period,
Klarsfeld also exposed the right-wing past of former French president, Francois Mitterrand. And
lastly, I will also present parts of a speech given by France’s new President, Emmanuel Macron,
on July 16" 2017, on the occasion of the 75" anniversary of the Vél d’Hiv Roundup. On such
speech, President Macron quotes from Klarsfeld’s Le Mémorial and praises the author for his

achievements.



