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This paper focuses on some characteristics and differences of how Chinese
university students use prefaced expressions. In daily conversation, native speakers
of Japanese use many kinds of prefaced expressions to communicate ideas with one
another. Brown and Levinson(1987) proposed that usage of prefaced expressions
reflects “politeness” by the speaker and serves as a marker in human relationships in
areas such as social standing and distance. Such usage, however, seems uncommon for
Chinese university students. To test this observation, questionnaires were collected
from 50 Japanese university students and 50 Chinese university students.

Another characteristic observed was that many Chinese university students tend
to start their conversation with the word “Sensei” when addressing their teachers and
to give full information when they need to excuse. This obviously reflects their cultural

customs and habits.





