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A thought on Tsuyoshi Inukai in his last years (1)
— Hakurinso, Sun Wen'’s coffin transfer ceremony and
Seiyukai president —
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This paper tries to reveal the process in which Tsuyoshi Inukai was chosen by
party executives as the president of Seiyukai to succeed Giichi Tanaka, who had led
the party but died suddenly and created turmoil, and what Inukai thought during
the process. At the same time, I have tried to understand why Inukai, right before
the ascension to the presidency, attended the ceremony to transfer the coffin of Sun
Wen, who Inukai had thought as an important partner in the Japan-China relations,
another major political stage for him.

Enjoying the change of the seasons at a villa and spending more time with his
grandchildren, Inukai was recovering from the political damage accumulated during
his long career. But the situation around him was gradually getting raucous. That
was because the political party he belonged to had made a series of mismanagement,
causing the political influence of then president Giichi Tanaka to decline.

Then more people began to mention Inukai as a successor to Tanaka. And amid
such a noisy environment, he was invited to the coffin transfer ceremony of Sun Wen,
held by the Chinese Nationalist Party on June 1, 1929, in Nanjing. Accompanying him
in this journey was Mitsuru Touyama, a man who was always in the same boat with
Inukai on China issues, as Inukai himself testified. Both on the outbound and inbound
routes, Inukai occasionally delivered speeches before Chinese people and executive
members of the nationalist party about Eastern culture, China, and Japan-China
relationship. This was an exhilarating experience for him in a sense.

In Japanese political circles, the Tanaka administration was steadily going on the
road to collapse during the one-and-half-month Inukai’s trip to China. The biggest
reason for the cabinet’s fall was that Tanaka falsely reported on the assassination

of Zhang Zuolin and was reprimanded by the Emperor. The cabinet members all
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resigned mainly due to this false report and the cabinet chief later died from a heart
attack, quickly leading to the rise of Inukai as a candidate for Seiyukai president. The
party executives who recommended Inukai as a candidate were worried that if they
let Kizaburo Suzuki and Takejiro Tokonami, two strong leaders of the party, continue
their power struggle as a successor to Tanaka, it could lead to internal strife and in
the worst case scenario, it could break up the party. They also thought that given the
old age of Inukai, there was no possibility of a long-term leader. In other words, they

asked him to succeed Tanaka not as a long-time leader but as a “temporary president.”





