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A thought on Tsuyoshi Inukai in his last years (1)
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The objective of this study is to elucidate how important “Hakurinso cottage” was
for Tsuyoshi Inukai, who spent some time in the cottage located in Shinshu Fujimi
city of Nagano pref. just before his inauguration of the director general of Seiyukai
party. Tsuyoshi Inukai, the politician assassinated in the prime minister office on
May 15, 1932, had been a long-time key figure in the national political arena until
his death except the short period between the end of Taisho era and the beginning
of Showa period. The exceptional short period was, in some ways, a “blank period of
politics” just before his inauguration of the director general of Seiyukai party, which
was a large political party at the time.

Inukai at the time had been acting as a leader of a small party with their own
highly ideal policy, called Kakushin Club (reformation club). This party had been
dwindling, and he had no idea to break through the current status of his party.
Therefore, he tried to save his party by merging with the large Seiyukai party. He
sacrificed himself by even retiring from politics for taking the responsibility for letting
his fellow politicians be the member of Seiyukai party, and for having a good rest for
recovering from his long-time political activity. His intension was to spend the rest of
his days in the Hakurinso cottage.

To build the Hakurinso cottage, he directed the construction by giving detailed
instructions to his local agent in order to create a cottage very faithfully to his idea.
It can be said that the cottage thus built with his tenacity of purpose represented his
identity in a sense.

For him, it was a cozy place to recover his health and enjoy gardening, which was
one of his hobbies. It seems that he was contemplating various matters regarding his

political activity in the future, setting himself in this cottage free from what was going
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on in the central political arena, in order to determine in which direction he should
move on. On the contrary, the Seiyukai party to which he belonged raveled as time
passed, and he was asked to be the new director general by a leading figure of the
party. It can be said that this time he was dragged to the top of the Japanese politics,
which had been a “far-off dream” for him.

In this respect, it was the Hakurinso cottage to give Inukai a chance to make a

remarkable name for himself in his very last days.





