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Safety management during rescue activities
— Safe methods to transfer patients —
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During rescue activities, the highest priority must be placed on the safety
management of rescue personnel and the injured/sick. Ambulance crews pay
particular attention to the safety management of the injured/sick being transferred.
The media also report that there have been an increasing number of occupational
accidents, although careful attention is paid when patients are transferred. With this
social background, the present study discussed measures to prevent those accidents.

A survey using the database of fire-fighting-related incidents, whose operation
started in 2007, was conducted to examine the numbers of reports on incidents and
accidents during rescue activities. The numbers of incidents and accidents classified
according to the level of injuries were also determined. The data extracted from the
database were compared with “Heinrich’s Law”, published in November 1929 as
experimental rules related to occupational accidents, to understand and examine the
efforts of the Japanese government to address incidents and accidents.

There were no significant differences between the rates of incidents/accidents and
those calculated based on “Heinrich’s Law”, which suggests that the reports were
consistent with “Heinrich’s Law”. Comparison of the results also suggested that the
approaches adopted by the government to address problems have been established,
and that information published by the database of fire-fighting-related incidents
significantly contributes to the activities of emergency staff involved in rescue
operations. It is important to exert efforts to “reduce occupational accidents as much
as possible”. I plan to conduct further research to help reduce fatal occupational

accidents and injuries.





