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In this paper, the outline of the Shoah Memorial, which opened in the Marais
district of Paris in January 2005, and the course of events before the opening of the
museum are first explained. Then it discusses how deeply former French president
Jacques Chirac was involved in the establishment of the museum, and what the Wall

of Names and the Wall of the Righteous in the museum stand for.

On the Wall of Names, which was built before the opening of the memorial, there
are the names of about 76,000 Jews living in France who died in the Holocaust from
1942 to 1944. On the other hand, the Wall of the Righteous, which was inaugurated in
2006, lists the names of about 3,400 people called “righteous persons” who saved three
quarters of the Jews living in France on the verge of annihilation due to the Vichy
government and the Nazis’ occupation. These two walls stand for darkness and light

in the French history during World War II.

When addressing the 53rd anniversary ceremony of the Vel’ d’Hiv incident, which
was held on July 16, 1995, Chirac became the first French president who officially
recognized French involvement in the crimes against Jews in the country. But he also
attended a ceremony in the Pantheon in January 2007 to express his respect to “the

righteous French.”

This paper points out that Jacques Chirac, who obliged himself to memorize the
historical events, fulfilled that obligation only after he squarely faced the Walls of
Names and the Walls of the Righteous, which are likened to the dark and bright sides
of the history, respectively. A Japanese translation of Chirac’s speech at the opening

ceremony of the Shoah Memorial is attached at the end as an annex.



