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Among the modern Japanese politicians, it has been considered that Tsuyoshi
Inukai had been an inveterate supporter of disarmament from the beginning of
his political career until just after he became, later in his life, the president of the
powerful Rikken Seiytikai. Inukai was concerned that Japan was an “under-developed
country” as compared to the greater powers surrounding her, and that in case of a
military conflict, she had no chance to be the winner; furthermore he thought that
such a conflict would involve enormous military expenditures which would endanger
the finances of the country. Under those circumstances, he reasoned that it would be
more rational to solve conflicts and competitions through a pacific diplomacy.

As a highly popular politician, at every possible opportunity, he made many
speeches stating that war was meaningless for Japan, and he became famous for his
theses such as “Low-cost Armament” and “National Development through Industry”
which justified his anti-war stance.

It is because of this sort of belief that when the 17th division of Okayama,
prefecture where Inukai had been elected was dissolved as part of a measure of
disarmament, under the instruction of Kazushige Ugaki, the Army Minister, he did
almost nothing to oppose this decision.

However, when he became the President of the Seiytikai, as his own faction was
not powerful enough, he had rely heavily on the faction of Kisaburo Suzuki which
was the most powerful faction of the Party and had close links with the progressive
factions of the military clan and other nationalist factions. It is for this reason that at
the London Naval Treaty, he abandoned his policy of disarmament and became critical

of the government.



