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A sentence-final particle of Modern Japanese, or tomo (& %) had originated in
the Muromachi period. The particle has almost similar meaning to “of course” and
expresses the strong assertive judgment. The word toﬁlo tended to be used only by
males. The common language of today has been formed since the late Edo period
on. During this period, female speakers used this word in the same meaning as
male speakers did. From the view point of expression of politeness, we can point out
that this word is difficult to say to a superior. I analyzed tomo final particle from
two viewpoints. The first is the viewpoint of gender difference. The Second is the
viewpoint of phase difference that can be seen in interpersonal relationships. In order
to consider a changing process of tomo usage to the present, this paper analyzed a
total of 42 examples from 25 literary works during the late Edo Period as well as 134
examples from 73 literary works since the Meiji Era.

We find that tomo had 15 kinds of connection forms in the late Edo Period
and that numbers had increased to 27 in the Meiji period. In the late Edo period,
tomo was often connected to the end of the verb sentence. Since the Meiji era, this
connection form has decreased while connection to adverb sentence and adjective
sentence has increased. During the same period, connection to the end of noun
sentence or polite form has increased than before as well.

Significant changes in meaning were not seen from the late Edo period to the Meiji
period. From a newly formed compound final particle that is connectable to tomo,
we feel speaker’s intention more clearly. In the late Edo period, the main speakers
were middle/low class merchants and craftsmen. Since the Meiji era, speakers too
much concentrated on the middle-level common people, but the number of speakers
increased. The peak of tomo form was seen during the Kasei period (1804-1829) of
Edo Era as well as in the mid-Meiji and Taisho periods. We can say that tomo appears

to be have been used accordingly in certain social changes of the era.



