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In my previous paper, I attempted to classify the three worms (sanshi) using I
ching. This paper discusses the 57th day of the sexagenary cycle (kohshin). It has been
confirmed that the 57th day in the sexagenary cycle of metal is the most inauspicious
day of the eight inauspicious days (hassen: 49th, 51st, 52nd, 54th, 56th, 57th, 58th
and 60th) in the Japanese old calendar. In particular, it is believed that on these eight
days one’s qi is unbalanced.

Among the five ministers, metal gi symbolizes a trial with a judge (shimei), to
whom the three worms report one’s wrongdoings. As metal qi is unbalanced, this is the
day when shimei’s trial, requested by the three worms, is most likely to occur. Thus,
on the 57th day of the sexagenary cycle, people must countermeasure any advantages
gained by the three worms.

This method is based on the theory of triad and five elements, in which three
specific Chinese zodiac signs unite. It uses the “life, vitality, and tomb” of the qualities
of metal and fire to create the overcoming cycle (sokoku) seen in “fire melts metal”
and the general cycle (s6shd) toward “wood generates fire,” “Blue,” which symbolizes
Shomen Kongo (Blue-faced Vajra Mingwang), is the principal object of worship on the
57th day of the sexagenary cycle. It can be considered that an embodiment of “wood”

gives rise to the cycle of soshad.



