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This paper is based on my fieldwork done in August 2012,

The purpose of this paper is to better grasp the main reasons behind the increase
in the number of Japanese citizens with MM2H visa currently living in Johor Bahru,
Malaysia. This paper will explore the living situations and general infrastructural
problems for MM2H visa stayers. Ideally, my research will help prepare future

MMZ2H visa stayers for living conditions in Johor Bahru.

The increase in the number of MM2H visa holders in Johor Bahru is caused
mainly by property investment by a wide range of age groups. Even though some
Japanese citizens have acquired an MM2H visa, they do not stay in Johor Bahru.
The Ministry of Tourism in Malaysia welcomes MM2H visa acquisitions from foreign
citizens, but watches the influx of people and investments cautiously. The actual
number of MM2H visa holders from Japan who continue to reside in Johor Bahru is

currently unknown and I plan to research this more in the future.

General infrastructure in Johor Bahru which is necessary to stay long term is
mostly available for Japanese residence. However, there is a lack of support and
assistance, and thus there is an urgent need for a support organization. As well,
handbooks which assist new residence living in Johor Bahru urgently need to be

revised with up to date information useful for everyday living.



