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SATI in Sanskrit means a good woman, good wife. But when applied to the widow,
it means the Hindu custom of the burning of the living widow on the funeral pyre
with the corpse of her husband.

When I was in India for doing research, the practice of Sati took place at Deorala
near Jaipur. 18-year-old Roop Kanwar — who was burnt alive on September 4 on her
husband’s funeral pyre — as a devi (goddess). She is a young, pretty, educated, city -
bred woman, and married onry for 8 months. Her husband, Mal Singh 24 year-old, a
science graduate, died of disease or committed suicide.

This paper will explain the original and growth of SATI, and try to show the

religious meaning and the social background of Indian Hinduism.



