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Hiraki (2009) analyzed a gender role consciousness shown in Korean high school
Japanese language textbooks of sixth and seventh version.

This paper reanalyzes a gender role consciousness at a home based on the
abovementioned research result. A total of twenty four text books of sixth and seventh
version had shown typical traditional gender role consciousness. This conventional
thinking was almost unchanged both in sixth and seventh version.

However, we can see parents’ a little consciousness change about male students’
role, while daughter’s sex role at a home was almost unchanged. Description about
male students’ housework role had drastically increased than before. But, this
progressive trend may be seen only in the textbooks. In order to understand an actual
condition, I sent out questionnaire to a total of 725 students and their parents who are
living in Seoul and its suburbs.

The research revealed that about 70% of male and female high school students
help housework. We can see fair consciousness of sex assignment. This research also
revealed that about 90% of father help housework. Fathers’ involvement rate is highly
different from other researches’ result which pointed out father’s low involvement. It
seems that fathers have positive attitude to help housework. If this positive research
result reflects an actual condition, we can say that the Korean government’s policy
to promote fair consciousness of sex assignment goes well. Helping housework may
be a big burden for high school students, because they are forced to study long hours
outside. Their answers are mostly such as “ I help occasionally ” or “I keep myself neat
and tidy” Their above answers seem students’ actual conditions. Parents are trying

to let children help housework from the early stage of elementary school or junior
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high school. Obviously, parents seem to think that children’s helping may reduce their
study hours.

As mentioned, this research was carried out in Seoul and its suburbs, therefore
other local area may show different results. Students and parents’ actual condition
at home reflects a nation’s social structure. The level of sexual equality consciousness

can be presumed from there.




