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Over the past twenty years, visitors to the Louvre have grown to over eight million
a year since the . M.Pei pyramid was built as part of the vast Louvre Project. During
this time, public use and visitation of the Louvre has been studied in various fields,
However, these studies have largely ignored the younger population. This paper
attempts to describe the relationship of the Louvre and the French public, specifically
cultural learning by children and young people.

In France, research in the fields of sociclogy and education have studied the
importance of art museums to the younger public. Early research was conducted
in the 1960s by the sociologists Pierre Bourdieu and Alain Darbel. Their methods
included interviewing, completing questionnaires, and analyzing the results
scientifically. To this day, their work not only remains fundamental to our
understanding of the public role of museums, but also forms the principal method
in reinforcing the politics of cultural policy in France by revealing the inequality of
culture.

After the crisis of 1968, a radical reform of education was initiated. Many schools
introduced the museum as classroom in an attempt to balance the over-emphasis
on intellectual training with cultural leaning. In this way, the Louvre has become
conscious of its origin, being transformed from a royal palace to art museum through
democratic revolution, opening its doors for the enjoyment and learning of students

and youth.



