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Greene presents his protagonist as a system of apparent virtues which Scoubie himself has

constructed to describe what he thinks are the motive behind his actions.”
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Scoubie had been out—manoeuvred in the interminable war over housing. During his last
leave he had lost his bungalow in Cape Station, the main European quarter, to a senior sanitary
inspector called Fellowes, and had found himself relegated to a square two—storeyed house
built originally for a Syrian trader on the flats below — a piece of reclaimed swamp which

would return to swamp as soon as the rains set in. (p. 13)
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..., the idea of a virtue, falsely applied, may not only cease to be virtue but may actually
become sin. In Scoubie’s case, an exaggerated responsibility directed exclusively toward

human beings shifts subtly into a proud desire to control other people’s lives.*’
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If T could just arrange for her happiness first, he thought, and in the confusing night he
forgot for the while what experience had taught him — that no human being can really

understand another, and no one can arrange another’s happiness. (p. 93)
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If he had been returning to an empty house he knew that he would have been contented. He

was tired and he didn’t want to break the silence — it was too much to hope that Louise would
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be asleep, too much to hope that things would somehow have become easier in his absence. . .

.(p.105)
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What an absurd thing it was to expect happiness in a world so full of misery. . . . But one
still has one’s eyes, he thought, one’s ears. Point me out the happy man and I will point you
out either extreme egotism, evil — or else an absolute ighorance.

Outside the rest—house he stopped again. The lights inside would have given an
extraordinary impression of peace if one hadn’t known, just as the stars on this clear night gave
also an impression of remoteness, security, freedom. If one knew, he wondered, the facts,
would one have to feel pity even for the planets? if one reached what they called the heart of

the matter ? (pp. 138—39)
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The truth, he thought, has never been of any real value to any human being — . . . . In human
relations kindness and lies are worth a thousand truths. He involved himself in what he always

knew was a vain struggle to retain the lies. (p.59)
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‘... There is a Syrian poet who wrote,“Of two hearts one is always warm and one is always
cold : the cold heart is more precious than diamonds : the warm heart has no value and is

thrown away.” (p. 104)
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Scoubie is a man of pride and honesty. Pity is the most striking one of the qualitiebs composing
Scoubie’s character. He always feels deep pity for poor persons who remind him of his dead daughter.
He thinks that he has a responsibility to arrange their happiness for them and has such a will. But his
speech and behavior which are easily carried away by passion and sentimentality are not consistent with
his will. Consequently, there come about many contradictions and inconsistencies among his speech and
behavior. These facts drive him into a difficult position which can not save his face and keep his pride.
The only way to keep his pride and save his face is to kill himself.

Iintend to prove in this paper that the main cause of his destruction is due to his character itself.



