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The reconstruction of the former Prussian Royal Palace in Berlin was recently
determined. The completion of the building is scheduled for 2015 commemorating
the 25th anniversary of the re-unification of Germany. The palace had been heavily
damaged at the end of the Second World War and demolished in 1950 by the East-
German leader Walter Ulbricht in order to establish Marx-Engels Square where large
demonstrations of workers and peasants could take place. At some parts of the Square
the Palace of the Republic was constructed as a proud monument of the German
Democratic Republic (East Germany) in 1976. When East Germany was merged into
the German Federal Republic (West Germany) in 1990, the Palace of the Republic was
closed and kept unused.

There were several arguments as to how the Square and the Palace should be used
for the nation. Should the building of the Palace of the Republic be reused after some
improvements? Should the former Prussian Royal Palace be restored? Or, should a
building entirely different from both the Palace of the Republic and the Royal Palace
be built?

After more than 10 years of difficult discussion, it was finally decided to
re-establish the Royal Palace. This likely signifies that the pride and, to some extent,

the nationalism of the German nation have been retrieved.
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