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The archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austro-Hungary, is well
known as the victim of an assassination which took place on the 28" of June 1914 in
Saraevo. He was murdered together with his wife by a group of Servian students in
Bosnia-Herzegovina. This incident caused the First World War and changed the good
old days of Europe.

The archduke visited Japan for twenty-four days during an around-world-
trip in 1892—1893. During this time, he kept a diary recording his experiences
and impressions of his travels. The entries on Japan consist of 140 pages. These
observations vividly describe the circumstances at that time and draw insightful
contrasts and comparisons with Europe.

Therefore, I believe it is very useful to provide the Archduke’ diary entries on
Japan in Japanese. Publication of my translation from German began three years ago
in this bulletin. Due to the page limitations each year, I have divided my work into
sections. Part (1) appeared in 2004, part (2) in 2005 and part (3) in 2006. This process
has taken extra time. For this reason, in the current bulletin I must skip part (4),
which will appear another media, and proceed to part (5). In the near future I hope to
publish the entire contents of my translation, parts (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) together in

one book.
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